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it is to demonstrate anew to the world the invincible might of love
and truth.
It never occurred to these officials who have libelled the
character of two honourable public men that if they have preach-
ed or approved of violence, the charges should be fully proved
against them by incontestable evidence. Will Sir William Vincent
apologize to Maulana Bari and Sir Ludovic Porter to Pandit
Jawaharlal?
A COMEDY OF ERRORS
Not knowing any other Lala Shyam Lai but of Rohtak I have
committed a bad blunder and have paid premature compliments
to Lala Shyam Lai of Rohtak instead of his namesake who is also
a vakil but of Hissar. I apologize to Lala Shyam Lai of Hissar
and accept of him, what Lala Shyam Lai says in his letter, that
all the flattering remarks I have made about him apply to the
Hissar friend "with greater force". Lala Shyam Lai of Rohtak adds:
His example is inspiring. Soon after his arrest, his noble wife has thrown
herself into the work and this has given great impetus to the Congress acti-
vity in the Hissar District.
CAUTION ABOUT  GlVIL DISOBEDIENCE
Writing of his own District Lala Shyam Lai says:
The District Magistrate here does not believe in making arrests unless there
is apprehension of a breach of the peace.   The result is that our volunt-
eers are having their own way.   No foreign cloth is being imported.    No
liquor contract has been sold.
Lala Shyam Lai then inquires whether in the districts where no
arrests are made people should go out of their way to court
arrest. I thought that I had made the position absolutely clear in
previous issues. Whilst we may do nothing to avoid arrest in the
ordinary course of our duty,, we must not go outside our beat in
order to compel arrest. That would be either aggressive civil dis-
obedience or criminal disobedience. The latter is out of question.
The former, i.e., aggressive civil disobedience is a right to be
exercised when necessary and when we are thoroughly ready, and
is also a duty we must discharge if we are ready and circum-
stances require the performance of it. But aggressive civil dis-
obedience whether mass or individual is a most dangerous weapon
though also most effective among all the peaceful weapons at our
disposal. I am myself satisfied that the country as a whole is not
ready for this form of self-assertion. We have to go through much
greater and stricter discipline. We have to understand the exact,